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New Illinois Settlement Payment Deadlines  

Effective January 1, 2014 
By:   Jill A. O’Donovan 

This week, the Illinois Governor signed into law a bill providing specific deadlines affecting settlements 

in certain cases unless otherwise agreed by the parties.   

Beginning January 1, 2014, defendants in personal injury, property damage, wrongful death and tort 

actions must provide a release to the plaintiff within 14 days of written confirmation of an agreement to 

settle.  The settling defendant must then pay the full settlement amount within 30 days after the plaintiff 

provides an executed release and any other documents required of the plaintiff to effect the settlement.  If 

a court finds that the defendant did not make timely payment, the court will enter judgment against the 

defendant for the amount of the release plus costs and interest. 

As noted, the law only applies to “personal injury, property damage, wrongful death, and tort actions 

involving a claim for money damages.”  However, the law does not apply to class actions, state or local 

governments, certain State agencies and State employees.  Notably, as currently drafted, the law allows 

for the parties to specifically agree to opt out of the requirements of the Act.   

For the full text of the Act, see:  http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=098-0548 
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About Walker Wilcox Matousek LLP 

Walker Wilcox Matousek LLP concentrates on sophisticated insurance and 

reinsurance, complex commercial disputes, including counseling, 

alternative dispute resolution, litigation, and trial.  Prior to establishing 

their own firm, the founders of WWM were partners in one of the nation’s 

largest and most prestigious insurance law firms. 

Along with in-depth expertise, WWM provides attentive and efficient 

service in a collegial environment. WWM has been selected by many 

discerning clients, ranging from individuals to global enterprises, to 

represent their interests nationwide. 

We invite you to contact us to learn more about our experience and how 

we can assist you. 
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